COSTA MESA POLICE DEPARTMENT

CRIME ANALYSIS UNIT

RETAIL THEFT AND FRAUD AT
GROCERY AND DRUG STORES

Grocery Store Incidents: Totals
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NOTE: YTD 2025 refers to Jan 1 2025 - Sept 30 2025.

In this report, fraud refers to the fraudulent use of a victim’s card, using counterfeit currency,
and a gift card scam where a subject will manipulate gift cards so that they can take the money
when the gift card is activated. Theft refers to shoplifting, and other instances of theft where the
store is the victim. Robbery refers to the taking of property through the use of force or fear.
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NOTE: YTD 2025 refers to Jan 1 2025 - Sept 30 2025.

In this report, fraud refers to the fraudulent use of a victim’s card, using counterfeit currency,
and a gift card scam where a subject will manipulate gift cards so that they can take the money
when the gift card is activated. Theft refers to shoplifting, and other instances of theft where the
store is the victim. Robbery refers to the taking of property through the use of force or fear.



