
CITY OF COSTA MESA

ARTS COMMISSION

Agenda

City Council Chambers
77 Fair Drive

6:00 PMThursday, October 1, 2026

The Commission meetings are presented in a hybrid format, both in-person at City Hall and as 
a courtesy virtually via Zoom Webinar. If the Zoom feature is having system outages or 
experiencing other critical issues, the meeting will continue in person.

Closed Captioning is available via the Zoom option in English and Spanish.

Los subtítulos están disponibles a través de la opción Zoom en inglés y español.

TRANSLATION SERVICES AVAILABLE / SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCIÓN DISPONIBLE 
Please contact the City Clerk at (714) 754-5225 to request language interpreting services for 
City meetings. Notification at least 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make 
arrangements.

Favor de comunicarse con la Secretaria Municipal al (714) 754-5225 para solicitar servicios 
de interpretación de idioma para las juntas de la Ciudad. Se pide notificación por lo mínimo 
48 horas de anticipación, esto permite que la Ciudad haga los arreglos necesarios.
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Members of the public can view the Commission meetings live on COSTA MESA TV 
(SPECTRUM CHANNEL 3 AND AT&T U-VERSE CHANNEL 99) or 
http://costamesa.granicus.com/player/camera/2?publish_id=10&redirect=true and online at 
youtube.com/costamesatv.

Members of the public are welcome to speak during the meeting when the Chair opens the 
floor for public comment. There is no need to register in advance or complete a comment 
card. When it's time to comment, line up at one of the two podiums in the room and wait for 
your turn. Each speaker will have up to 3 minutes (or as directed) to address the Commission. 

All attendees must remain seated while in the chamber until instructed by the Presiding 
Officer to approach and line up for public comment. To ensure safety and maintain order 
during the proceedings, standing or congregating in the aisles or foyer is strictly prohibited.

To maintain a respectful and orderly atmosphere during the meeting, attendees shall refrain 
from using horns or amplified speakers. Signs and props may be brought into the Chamber, 
provided they do not exceed 11 inches by 18 inches in size and do not hinder the visibility of 
other attendees. The possession of poles, sticks, or stakes is strictly prohibited.

The public may participate via the Zoom option.

Zoom Webinar: 
Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86815376455?pwd=gxaIcqruWQ1fLuaY42a7EV4MZqwy9L.1

Or sign into Zoom.com and “Join a Meeting” 
Enter Webinar ID: 868 1537 6455 / Password: 076674

• If Zoom is not already installed on your computer, click “Download & Run Zoom” on the 
launch page and press “Run” when prompted by your browser. If Zoom has previously been 
installed on your computer, please allow a few moments for the application to launch 
automatically. 
• Select “Join Audio via Computer.”  
• The virtual conference room will open. If you receive a message reading, “Please wait for the 
host to start this meeting,” simply remain in the room until the meeting begins. 
• During the Public Comment Period, use the “raise hand” feature located in the participants ’ 
window and wait for city staff to announce your name and unmute your line when it is your 
turn to speak. Comments are limited to 3 minutes, or as otherwise directed.
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Participate via telephone: 
Call: 1 669 900 6833 Enter Webinar ID: 868 1537 6455 / Password: 076674

During the Public Comment Period, press *9 to "raise your hand" and to be added to the 
queue to speak and wait  for city staff to announce your name/phone number and press *6 to 
unmute your line when it is your turn to speak. Comments are limited to 3 minutes, or as 
otherwise directed. 

Additionally, members of the public who wish to make a written comment on a specific agenda 
item, may submit a written comment via email to the pacscomments@costamesaca.gov.  
item, may submit a written comment via email to staff at pacscomments@costamesaca.gov. 
Any written communications, photos, or other materials for copying and distribution to the 
Commission that are 10 pages or less, can be e-mailed to 
pacscomments@costamesaca.gov, submitted to the Parks Office on a flash drive, or mailed 
to the Parks Office. Note that records submitted by the public will not be redacted in any way 
and will be posted online as 
submitted, including any personal contact information.Comments received by 12:00 p.m. on 
the date of the meeting will be provided to the Commission, made available to the public, and 
will be part of the meeting record. 

All pictures, PowerPoints, and videos submitted for display at a public meeting must be 
previously reviewed by staff to verify appropriateness for general audiences. No links to 
YouTube videos or other streaming services will be accepted, a direct video file will need to be 
emailed to staff prior to each meeting in order to minimize complications and to play the video 
without delay. The video must be one of the following formats, .mp4, .mov or .wmv. Only one 
file may be included per speaker for public comments, for both videos and pictures. Please 
e-mail to the Parks Office at pacscomments@costamesaca.gov NO LATER THAN 12:00 
Noon on the date of the meeting. If you do not receive confirmation from the city prior to the 
meeting, please call the Parks office at 714-754-5000.

Please know that it is important for the City to allow public participation at this meeting. If you 
are unable to participate in the meeting via the processes set forth above, please contact the 
City Clerk at (714) 754-5225 or cityclerk@costamesaca.gov and staff will attempt to 
accommodate you. While the City does not expect there to be any changes to the above 
process for participating in this meeting, if there is a change, the City will post the information 
as soon as possible to the City’s website.
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Note regarding agenda-related documents provided to a majority of the Commission after 
distribution of the agenda packet (GC §54957.5):  Any related documents provided to a 
majority of the Commission after distribution of the Agenda Packets will be made available for 
public inspection. Such documents will be posted on the city’s website and will be available at 
the City Clerk's office, 77 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa, CA 92626.

All cell phones and other electronic devices are to be turned off or set to vibrate. Members of 
the audience are requested to step outside the Council Chambers to conduct a phone 
conversation.

Free Wi-Fi is available in the Council Chambers during the meetings. The network username 
available is: CM_Council. The password is: cmcouncil1953. 

As a LEED Gold Certified City, Costa Mesa is fully committed to environmental sustainability. 
A minimum number of hard copies of the agenda will be available in the Council Chambers. 
For your convenience, a binder of the entire agenda packet will be at the table in the foyer of 
the Council Chambers for viewing.  Agendas and reports can be viewed on the City website at 
https://costamesa.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.  Las agendas y los informes se pueden ver en 
español en el sitio web de la Ciudad en 
https://www.costamesaca.gov/trending/current-agendas/spanish-city-council-agendas.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Assistive Listening headphones are 
available and can be checked out from the City Clerk. If you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk at (714) 754-5225. Notification at 
least 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to 
ensure accessibility to this meeting. [28 CFR 35.102.35.104 ADA Title II]. 

En conformidad con la Ley de Estadounidenses con Discapacidades (ADA), aparatos de 
asistencia están disponibles y podrán ser prestados notificando a la Secretaria Municipal. Si 
necesita asistencia especial para participar en esta junta, comuníquese con la oficina de la 
Secretaria Municipal al (714) 754-5225. Se pide dar notificación a la Ciudad por lo mínimo 48 
horas de anticipación para garantizar accesibilidad razonable a la junta.  [28 CFR 
35.102.35.104 ADA Title II].
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  ARTS COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING

              OCTOBER 1, 2026 – 6:00 P.M. 
 
 

  ALISA OCHOA
  Chair  

CHARLENE ASHENDORF           FISHER DERDERIAN
Vice Chair                           Commissioner  

 
BRENDAN FORD                ERICA LUCIA                    

Commissioner                     Commissioner  
    

DEBORA WONDERCHECK              VACANT
Commissioner                       Commissioner

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

PUBLIC COMMENTS – MATTERS NOT LISTED ON THE AGENDA
Comments are limited to three (3) minutes, or as otherwise directed.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS
Comments are limited to three (3) minutes, or as otherwise directed.

CONSENT CALENDAR:
All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be 
acted upon in one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless 
members of the Arts Commission, staff, or the public request specific items to be 
discussed and/or removed from the Consent Calendar for discussion. The public can 
make this request via email at PACScomments@costamesaca.gov and should include 
the item number to be addressed. Items removed from the Consent Calendar will be 
discussed and voted upon immediately following Arts Commission action on the 
remainder of the Consent Calendar.

1. MINUTES 26-434

RECOMMENDATION:

Approval of the minutes of the September 3, 2026, Arts Commission meeting.  

09/03/26 Arts Draft MinutesAttachments:
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MONTHLY REPORTS

1. ARTS & CULTURE UPDATE

OLD BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:

1. ONE METRO WEST - ART CONCEPT DISCUSSION 26-435

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Arts Commission receive a presentation from the 
One Metro West project team regarding potential public art opportunities within 
the development and provide preliminary comments and feedback.  

NB 1. One Metro WestAttachments:

2. ARTS AND CULTURE MASTER PLAN UPDATE - CONSULTANT 
INTRODUCTION AND PROJECT OVERVIEW

26-436

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Arts Commission receive a presentation introducing 
the consultant team selected to facilitate the City’s Arts and Culture Master Plan 
Update, provide feedback, and receive public input. No formal action is required.   

Agenda ReportAttachments:

ADDITIONAL COMMISSION MEMBER & STAFF COMMENTS

ADJOURNMENT

Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting: Thursday, November 5, 2026
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CITY OF COSTA MESA

Agenda Report

77 Fair Drive
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

File #: 26-434 Meeting Date: 10/1/2026

TITLE:

MINUTES

DEPARTMENT: PARKS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

RECOMMENDATION:

Approval of the minutes of the September 3, 2026, Arts Commission meeting.

Page 1 of 1

7



THE COSTA MESA ARTS COMMISSION 
 

UNOFFICIAL MINUTES – ARTS COMMISSION MEETING – SEPTEMBER 3, 2026 – PAGE 1 
 

SEPTEMBER 3, 2026 
6:00 P.M. – UNOFFICIAL MINUTES 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER by Chair Ochoa at 6:00 PM. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE by Commissioner Derderian. 
ROLL CALL 
☒ = Present    ☐ = Absent 
Commissioners City Staff 
☒ Charlene Ashendorf ☒ Brian Gruner, Parks and Community Svs. Director  
☒ Fisher Derderian* ☒ Monique Villasenor, Recreation Manager  
☐ Brendan Ford ☒ Enyelber Franco, Recreation Coordinator  
☒ Debora Wondercheck  ☒ Laura Fautua, Executive Assistant 
☒ Alisa Ochoa, Chair ☒ Kathia Viteri, Recreation Specialist 
☐ Vacant  

PUBLIC COMMENTS – None. 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS  
Commissioner Derderian: Commended staff and community partners for successfully 
delivering summer arts programs despite the Arts Specialist vacancy. He also shared a poem 
in recognition of the passing of poet and writer Wendell Berry. 
 
Commissioner Ashendorf:  Recognized staff for multimedia coverage of summer arts 
programs and events. She highlighted the return of Backhausdance programming at the 
Costa Mesa Senior Center and thanked Orange County Poet Laureate Gustavo Hernandez 
for leading a youth poetry workshop. 
 
Commission Wondercheck: Highlighted the success of the multigenerational Voices in 
Unity choir at the July 3rd event and thanked the community partners involved. She also 
commended staff and Newport-Mesa Unified School District for providing summer arts, 
recreation, and R.O.C.K.S. programming*. 
 
Chair Ochoa: Recognized former Vice Chair Allison Mann for her service and continued 
support of the arts. She suggested exploring business-development opportunities for artists 
and creative entrepreneurs and additional summer opportunities for youth as part of the Arts 
& Culture Master Plan. She also congratulated Poet Laureate Danielle Hanson on receiving 
a fellowship, recognized the Costa Mesa High School Art Club’s participation in Motorhome 
Madness, and commended those involved with the America 250th Voices in Unity choir. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. MINUTES – 05/07/2026 Draft Minutes 
MOTION/SECOND: Chair Ochoa made a motion to approve the May 7, 2026, 
amended meeting minutes/Seconded by Commissioner Wondercheck. 

 
The motion carried by the following roll call vote:  
Ayes: Commissioner Ashendorf, Commissioner Derderian, Commissioner Lucia, 
Commissioner Wondercheck, Chair Ochoa  
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Nays: None 
Abstained: None 
Absent: Commissioner Ford 
Motion Carried: 5-0 
 

MONTHLY REPORTS 
1. ARTS & CULTURE UPDATE 

Mr. Gruner, Parks and Community Services Director, presented. 
 
Mr. Enyelber Franco, Recreation Coordinator, gave ARTventure updates. 
 
Commissioner Wondercheck asked who served as jurors for the exhibition. 
 
Commissioner Derderian thanked staff for their work and expressed enthusiasm for 
the event. 
 
Chair Ochoa requested hard-copy flyers for ARTventure and the Utility Box Art 
Program to distribute to schools and community spaces. 
 
Commissioner Derderian asked about the anticipated timeline for hiring a new Arts 
Specialist. 
 
Commissioner Wondercheck asked how the Arts Specialist position was being 
advertised to attract a strong applicant pool. 

 
Public Comment: No comments. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: NONE 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. SIDEWALK POETRY PROJECT POEM REVIEW AT SHALIMAR PARK 
Ms. Villasenor, Recreation Manager, presented. 
 
Chair Ochoa Well expressed support for recognizing the youth participants and 
encouraged press coverage to celebrate their work. 
 
Item Received and filed. 
 
Public Comment: No comments. 

 
2. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR 

Ms. Mr. Gruner, Parks and Community Services Director, presented. 
 
Public Comment: None. 
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MOTION/SECOND: Commissioner Lucia made a motion to elect Charlene Ashendorf 
as Vice Chair/Seconded by Commissioner Wondercheck. 

 
The motion carried by the following roll call vote:  
Ayes: Commissioner Ashendorf, Commissioner Derderian, Commissioner Lucia, 
Commissioner Wondercheck, Chair Ochoa  
Nays: None 
Abstained: None 
Absent: Commissioner Ford 
Motion Carried: 5-0 

 
ADDITIONAL COMMISSIONER MEMBER & STAFF COMMENTS   
Commissioner Lucia commended staff for the successful Art Crawl and highlighted its variety 
of arts spaces and interactive opportunities. 
 
*Commissioner Wondercheck clarified that her earlier comments referred to SMART Camp 
and thanked staff for providing summer arts programming. She highlighted upcoming 
community arts and cultural events and shared potential opportunities to collaborate with 
Chapman University students on Arts Commission branding and media. 
 
Chair Ochoa invited the community to an upcoming Westside bike ride highlighting murals, 
utility boxes, and sidewalk poetry. She also expressed enthusiasm for ARTventure and 
Hispanic/Latino Heritage Month activities. 
 
ADJOURNMENT Chair Ochoa adjourned at 6:35 PM.   
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CITY OF COSTA MESA

Agenda Report

77 Fair Drive
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

File #: 26-435 Meeting Date: 10/1/2026

TITLE:

ONE METRO WEST - ART CONCEPT DISCUSSION

DEPARTMENT: PARKS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Arts Commission receive a presentation from the One Metro West project
team regarding potential public art opportunities within the development and provide preliminary
comments and feedback.
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City of Costa Mesa 

Agenda Report 
Arts Commission 

77 Fair Drive 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Item #: 26-435 Meeting Date: 10/1/2026 

TITLE:

DEPARTMENT: 

PRESENTED BY: 

 ONE METRO WEST - ART CONCEPT DISCUSSION 

PARKS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES  

BRIAN GRUNER, PARKS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
DIRECTOR 

CONTACT INFORMATION: BRIAN GRUNER, PARKS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
DIRECTOR, (714) 754-5009 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the Arts Commission receive a presentation from the One Metro West 
project team regarding potential public art opportunities within the development and provide 
preliminary comments and feedback. 

BACKGROUND: 

One Metro West is a mixed-use development located adjacent to the I-405 Freeway in Costa 
Mesa. The approved development includes 957 residential units, 106 affordable units, 
approximately 1.5 acres of public open space, and various project components incorporating 
public art. 

As the project continues through design and development, the One Metro West project team is 
exploring opportunities to incorporate public art into the development and is seeking early input 
from the Arts Commission and community regarding the desired character and direction of future 
art components. 

ANALYSIS: 

The One Metro West project team will provide an overview of the development and potential 
opportunities for incorporating public art. The purpose of this discussion is to provide an early 
opportunity for the Arts Commission and members of the public to share ideas and feedback 
regarding the types of artwork, themes, artistic character, locations, and other considerations they 
would like the project team to explore. 

Feedback received during the meeting will assist the project team as it further develops its public art 
concepts and prepares a future formal application for consideration through the applicable City review 
process. 
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FISCAL REVIEW 
 
There are no costs associated with this report. 
 
LEGAL REVIEW 

There is no legal review required for this report. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
  
Staff recommends that the Arts Commission receive a presentation from the One Metro West 
project team regarding potential public art opportunities within the development and provide 
preliminary comments and feedback. 
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CITY OF COSTA MESA

Agenda Report

77 Fair Drive
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

File #: 26-436 Meeting Date: 10/1/2026

TITLE:

ARTS AND CULTURE MASTER PLAN UPDATE - CONSULTANT INTRODUCTION AND
PROJECT OVERVIEW

DEPARTMENT: PARKS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Arts Commission receive a presentation introducing the consultant team
selected to facilitate the City’s Arts and Culture Master Plan Update, provide feedback, and receive
public input. No formal action is required.
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City of Costa Mesa 

Agenda Report 
Arts Commission  

77 Fair Drive 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 

Item #: 26-436 Meeting Date: 10/1/2026 

TITLE:                                       ARTS AND CULTURE MASTER PLAN UPDATE - CONSULTANT 
INTRODUCTION AND PROJECT OVERVIEW 

DEPARTMENT: PARKS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES  

PRESENTED BY: MONIQUE VILLASENOR, RECREATION MANAGER 

CONTACT INFORMATION: MONIQUE VILLASENOR, RECREATION MANAGER (714) 754-5679 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the Arts Commission receive a presentation introducing the consultant 
team selected to facilitate the City’s Arts and Culture Master Plan Update, provide feedback, and 
receive public input. No formal action is required.  
 
BACKGROUND: 

The City of Costa Mesa adopted its current Arts and Culture Master Plan in 2021 to provide a 
framework for supporting arts, culture, and creativity throughout the community. As the City 
continues to advance its identity as the City of the Arts, an update to the Master Plan will provide 
an opportunity to evaluate progress made since adoption, identify current and emerging needs, 
engage the community, and establish priorities for the future. 

Following a competitive Request for Proposals (RFP) process, City Council selected MIG, Inc. 
(MIG) to facilitate the Arts and Culture Master Plan Update. MIG will lead the project in partnership 
with Cultural Planning Group (CPG) and CVL Economics, bringing expertise in cultural planning, 
community engagement, arts policy and governance, creative economy analysis, and funding 
strategies. 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
The consultant team has proposed a phased planning process that will include an assessment of the 
existing 2021 Arts and Culture Master Plan, baseline data and cultural resource analysis, community 
and stakeholder engagement, strategic visioning, implementation planning, funding and governance 
strategies, staffing and organizational analysis, and preparation of the updated Master Plan. 
 
Community engagement will be an important component of the update process. Proposed 
engagement activities include a citywide survey, community pop-up events, bilingual focus groups 
and public workshops, stakeholder engagement, and opportunities for Commission participation. 
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At this meeting, the consultant team will introduce themselves and provide an overview of their 
anticipated approach to the Arts and Culture Master Plan Update. This initial discussion is intended 
to provide the Arts Commission and members of the public with an opportunity to share early 
comments, questions, and feedback as the consultant team begins developing the project framework 
and engagement process. 
 
The Arts Commission will have additional opportunities to participate throughout the planning 
process, including review of the draft Arts and Culture Master Plan prior to consideration by the City 
Council. 
 
FISCAL REVIEW 
 
There are no costs associated with this report. 
 
LEGAL REVIEW 
 
There is no legal review required for this report. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Staff recommends that the Arts Commission receive a presentation introducing the consultant 
team selected to facilitate the City’s Arts and Culture Master Plan Update, provide feedback, and 
receive public input. No formal action is required. 
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