














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Inventory of Public Artworks in 
the City of Costa Mesa
Permanent Artworks (58)

California Scenario (Award 
Winning, 1994) / stone, water, 
metal, plantings / 1980-1982
Artist: Isamu Noguchi
Location: Pacific Arts Plaza, 
611 Anton Boulevard

Connector (Award Winning, 
2006) /weatherproofed steel 
sculpture / 2006
Artist: Richard Serra
Location: Segerstrom Center 
for the Arts, 600 Town Center 
Drive

Costa Mesa Bloom / mural / 
2019
Artist: Aaron Glasson
Location: Triangle Square, 
Harbor Boulevard and 19th 
Street

Cytocast / ultra-high 
performance concrete and 
micro-rebar sculpture/ 2018
Artist: Joseph Sarafian 
and Orange Coast College 
Architecture students
Location: The LAB Anti-Mall, 
2930 Bristol Street

Dick Church’s Restaurant 
Mural / mural / date unknown
Artist: Jennifer Bloomfield
Location: Dick Church’s 
Restaurant, 2698 Newport 
Boulevard

Dolly Parton Mural / mural / 
2021
Artist: David Gilmore
Location: The Strut Bar and 
Club, 719 West 19th Street

Electric Bike Company Mural 
/ mural / 2021
Artist: Jennifer Bloomfield
Location: Electric Bike 
Company, 1945 Placentia 
Avenue

Fermi / marble modular 
sculpture / 1975
Artist: Tony Smith
Location: 650 Town Center 
Drive

Fire Bird / gold, silver, and red 
stainless steel sculpture / 
1986
Artist: Richard Lippold
Location: Segerstrom Center 
for the Arts, 600 Town Center 
Drive

Floyd’s 99 Barbershop Mural 
/ spray paint mural / 2017
Artist: Jonas Never
Location: Former Floyd’s 99 
Barbershop, 124 East 17th 
Street

Food for the Soul / spray 
paint mural / 2021
Artist: Brian Peterson and 
Damin Lujan
Location: Someone Cares 
Soup Kitchen, 720 West 19th 
Street

Four Lines Oblique Gyratory-
Square IV / kinetic steel 
sculpture / 1973
Artist: George Rickey 
Location: 650 Town Center 
Drive

Friends of Brentwood Park / 
wall mural / 2017
Artist: Becky Feltman
Location: Brentwood Park, 
260 Brentwood Street

Historic Costa Mesa / 
painted mural / 2012
Artist: Allyson Jones Wong
Location: Sparks Enterprises, 
1500 Adams Avenue

Hombre and Mujer / 2 
sculptures / 2001
Artist: Vladimir Cora
Location: Mesa Art and 
Framing, 789 West 19th 
Street 

Home Sweet Home / wall 
mural / 2019
Artist: Brian Peterson
Location: First United 
Methodist Church, 
420 West 19th Street

Jonah and the Whale / 
bronze sculpture in pool / 
1918
Artist: Carl Milles
Location: 650 Town Center 
Drive

Kobe and Gianna Bryant 
Tribute Mural / mural / 2020
Artist: Tyke Witnes
Location: 739 West 19th 
Street

Kobe Bryant Mural / mural / 
2020
Artist: Efren Andaluz
Location: SOCIAL Costa 
Mesa, 512 West 19th Street 

Las Poderosas Mural / mural 
/ 2020
Artists: Alicia Rojas, Camilo 
Romero, and the Santa Ana 
Community Artist(a) Coalition
Location: Baker Street and 
Killybrooke Lane

Mustang Legacy Wall Project 
/ brick wall mural / 2017
Artist: Costa Mesa High 
School Foundation
Location: Costa Mesa High 
School, 2650 Fairview Road

Neptune Water Spouts / 
ceramic fountain heads and 
fountain / 1975
Artist: Betty Davenport Ford
Location: 686 Anton 
Boulevard

Night Shift / Sierra white 
granite and stainless steel 
sculpture / 1982
Artist: Jim Huntington
Location: 686 Anton 
Boulevard

Oiseau / bronze sculpture / 
1981
Artist: Joan Miro
Location: 650 Town Center 
Drive

Orange County Graffiti Mural 
/ mural / date unknown
Artist: Graffiti LA
Location: Former Rollin Deep 
Ice Cream, 891 Baker Street, 
Suite B-19
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Pablo Universal / painted 
mural on building / 2013
Artist: David Flores
Location: Former DAX Gallery, 
2951 Randolph Street

Reclining Figure / bronze 
sculpture / 1981
Artist: Henry Moore
Location: 600 Town Center 
Drive

Sun Glitter / bronze sculpture 
/ 1932 
Artist: Henry Moore
Location: 650 Town Center 
Drive

Sun Ribbon / glass and metal 
windscreen sculpture / 1980
Artist: Claire Falkenstein
Location: 686 Anton 
Boulevard

Table of Dignity / installation 
and murals / 2017
Artists: Ricardo Mendoza, 
Josh Sarantitis, and Emigdio 
Vasquez Jr.
Location: 88 Fair Drive

Taco Mesa Mural / mural on 
exterior wall / date unknown
Artist: Unknown
Location: Taco Mesa, 647 
West 19th Street

The Artist’s Vision / metal 
sculpture / 2004
Artist: James McDeamas
Location: 77 Fair Drive

The Free Britney Mural / 
mural / 2021
Artist: David Gilmore
Location: Donkey D’s, 820 
West 19th Street

The Ram / painted steel 
sculpture / 1979
Artist: Charles O. Perry
Location: 686 Anton 
Boulevard

The Storyteller, Upstage /
Downstage, The Herald 
(Spatio Virtuo Teatro) / 3 
painted steel sculptures / 
2006
Artist: Jason Meadows
Location: Terrace at South 
Coast Repertory, 655 Town 
Center Drive

Thalo Sun / paint on wood 
mural / 2021
Artist: Gabriella Kohr
Location: The LAB Anti-Mall, 
2930 Bristol Street

Tour Aux Jambes / 
polystyrene, polyester, and 
epoxy sculpture / 1973-1980
Artist: Jean Dubuffet
Location: 695 Town Center 
Drive

Untitled – B-24 Mural / mural 
/ 2021
Artist: Nancy Hadley
Location: 17th Street

Untitled – Bootleggers 
Brewery Mural / mural / date 
unknown
Artist: Unknown
Location: The LAB Anti-Mall, 
2930 Bristol Street

Untitled – Crack Shack Mural 
/ mural / date unknown
Artist: Unknown 
Location: The Crack Shack, 
196 East 17th Street

Untitled / acrylic, spray paint 
mural / 2009
Artists: El Mac and Retna
Location: RVCA 
Headquarters, 960 West 16th 
Street

Untitled / exterior color 
primer paint mural on 
building / 2018
Artist: Joshua Madrid
Location: Volcom Skate Park, 
900 Arlington Drive

Untitled / 7 paint on wall-
mounted canvas panels / 
2018
Artist: Joshua Madrid 
Location: The LAB Anti-Mall, 
2930 Bristol Street

Untitled CD Tunnel / compact 
discs installation / unknown 
date
Artist: Unknown
Location: The LAB Anti-Mall, 
2930 Bristol Street

Untitled Gazebo / sculpture / 
unknown date
Artist: Unknown
Location: The LAB Anti-Mall, 
2930 Bristol Street

Untitled – Faces Mural / 
mural / unknown date
Artist: Unknown
Location: The LAB Anti-Mall, 
2930 Bristol Street

Untitled – Industrious 
Costa Mesa Mural / mural / 
unknown date
Artist: Unknown 
Location: Industrious Costa 
Mesa, 3090 Bristol Street

Untitled – Parking Lot Mural / 
mural / unknown date
Artist: Unknown
Location: Industrious Costa 
Mesa, 3090 Bristol Street

Untitled – Parking Lot Mural 
2 / mural / unknown date
Artist: Unknown
Location: Industrious Costa 
Mesa, 3090 Bristol Street

Untitled / spray paint mural / 
unknown date
Artist: Barry McGee
Location: RVCA 
Headquarters, 960 West 16th 
Street

Untitled – Save Our Youth 
Mural / mural / unknown date
Artist: Save Our Youth 
Location: Save Our Youth 
Foundation, 2045 Meyer 
Place 

Untitled – Social Costa Mesa 
Mural / mural / unknown date
Artist: Unknown
Location: SOCIAL Costa 
Mesa, 512 West 19th Street

Untitled – Tewinkle School 
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Mural / mural painted on 
exterior wall / unknown date
Artist: Unknown
Location: Tewinkle 
Intermediate School, 3224 
California Street

Untitled – RVCA 
Headquarters Mural / spray 
paint mural / unknown date
Artist: Unknown
Location: RVCA 
Headquarters, 960 West 16th 
Street

Utsurohi 91 – Costa Mesa / 
chromium-plated steel and 
ceramic tile sculpture / 1991
Artist: Aiko Miyawaki
Location: 695 Town Center 
Drive

Welcome Home / acrylic 
spray paint mural / 2017
Artist: Shepard Fairey
Location: 125 Baker Street

Welcome to Costa Mesa 
/ spray paint mural / date 
unknown
Artists: Brian Peterson and 
Damin Lujan 
Location: 21st Street

Wilson Elementary Mural / 
mural / 2022
Artist: Jennifer Bloomfield
Location: 801 West Wilson 
Street
Yes, No, Maybe (Neon Art) / 
neon art / date unknown
Artist: Unknown
Location: The LAB Anti-Mall, 
2930 Bristol Street
 

Utility Box Art Program
Current: 51
Former: 11
(“Former” refers to previous 
artworks that have been 
removed.)

Utility Box 1 (Former) / 
sticker wrapped utility box / 
2015
Artist: Al McCoy
Location: Formerly 19th 
Street and Placentia Avenue

Utility Box 2 / sticker wrapped 
utility box/ 2015
Artist: Michael Ward
Location: Placentia Avenue 
and Wilson Street

Utility Box 3 (Former) / 
sticker wrapped utility box / 
2015
Artist: Scott Kennedy
Location: Formerly Placentia 
Avenue and 16th Street 

Utility Box 4 (Former) / 
sticker wrapped utility box / 
2015
Artist: Gina Clark
Location: Formerly Fair Drive 
and Civic Center

Utility Box 5 / sticker wrapped 
utility box / unknown date
Artist: City of Costa Mesa – 
City Manager’s Office
Location: Park Avenue and 
19th Street

Utility Box 6 (Former) / 
sticker wrapped utility box / 
2015
Artist: Abby Garcia
Location: Formerly Placentia 
Avenue and 17th Street

Utility Box 7 / painted utility 
box / 2015
Artist: Estancia High School 
Artists
Location: 2323 Placentia 
Avenue

Utility Box 8 / sticker wrapped 
utility box / 2015
Artist: Segerstrom Center 
for the Arts Graphic Design 
Team
Location: Bristol Street and 
Town Center Drive

Utility Box 9 / sticker wrapped 
utility box / 2016
Artist: Thomas Griffithe
Location: Newport Boulevard 
and Victoria Street 

Utility Box 11 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2016
Artist: Marie Lavallee
Location: 17th Street and 
Westminster Avenue

Utility Box 12 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Julie Bird Mattson
Location: East 17th Street 
and Tustin Avenue

Utility Box 12 (Former) / 
sticker wrapped utility box / 
2017
Artist: Papa Murphy’s Graphic 
Design Team
Location: Formerly Wilson 
Street and Harbor Boulevard

Utility Box 13 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2017
Artist: David Levy 
Location: Mesa Drive and 
Santa Ana Street 

Utility Box 14 / painted utility 
box / 2017
Artist: Senior Center Artists
Location: 19th Street and 
Pomona Avenue 

Utility Box 15 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2017
Artist: Ben Brough
Location: 17th Street and 
Santa Ana Avenue 

Utility Box 16 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2017
Artist: Marie Lavallee
Location: 19th Street and 
Anaheim Avenue

Utility Box 17 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2017
Artist: Craig Barker 
Location: Adams Avenue and 
Mesa Verde East

Utility Box 18 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2017
Artist: Bill Anderson
Location: Bristol Street and 
Anton Boulevard

Utility Box 19 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2017
Artist: Segerstrom Center for 
the Arts
Location: Bristol Street and 
Sunflower Avenue
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Utility Box 20 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2018
Artist: The Costa Mesa 
Historical Society
Location: Harbor Boulevard 
and 19th Street

Utility Box 21 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2018
Artist: The Costa Mesa 
Historical Society
Location: Harbor Boulevard 
and Mesa Verde Drive

Utility Box 22 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2017
Artist: Sharon Hurd
Location: Placentia Avenue 
and Goat Hill Junction

Utility Box 23 (Former) / 
sticker wrapped utility box / 
2018
Artist: Jason Carrougher
Location: Formerly Placentia 
Avenue and 18th Street

Utility Box 24 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2018
Artist: Orange Coast College
Location: Fairview Road and 
Arlington Drive

Utility Box 25 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2018
Artist: Orange Coast College
Location: Fairview Road and 
Monitor Way

Utility Box 26 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2018
Artist: Orange Coast College
Location: Fairview Road and 
Merrimac Way

Utility Box 27 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Victor Briseno
Location: Hamilton Street 
and Harbor Boulevard 

Utility Box 29 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Orange County 
Fairgrounds
Location: Wilson Street and 
Harbor Boulevard

Utility Box 30 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Orange County 
Fairgrounds
Location: Fair Drive

Utility Box 31 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Maria Reverberi
Location: Adams Avenue and 
Pinecreek Drive

Utility Box 32 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Barbara Owens
Location: Milbro Street and 
Baker Street

Utility Box 33 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Iriet Peshkess
Location: Baker Street and 
Fairview Road

Utility Box 34 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Wade McDonald
Location: Paularino Avenue 
and Bristol Street

Utility Box 35 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Al McCoy
Location: West 19th Street 
and Placentia Avenue

Utility Box 36 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Frank Gutierrez
Location: Bristol Street and 
Randolph Avenue

Utility Box 37 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Bill Anderson
Location: SOBECA Way and 
Bristol Street

Utility Box 38 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Scott Kennedy
Location: West 16th Street 
and Placentia Avenue

Utility Box 39 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Jason Maloney
Location: Bristol Street and 
Baker Street

Utility Box 40 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Costa Mesa Historical 
Preservation Society
Location: Placentia Avenue 
and Fairview Park 

Utility Box 41 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Julie Bird Mattson
Location: National Avenue 
and Victoria Street
Utility Box 42 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Rebekah Corum
Location: Newport Boulevard 
and 22nd Street

Utility Box 43 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Tanya Lozano 
Location: Bear Street and 
South Coast Drive 

Utility Box 44 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Jeff Gillette
Location: Harbor Boulevard 
and Fair Drive

Utility Box 46 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Bob Hogue
Location: South Coast Drive 
and Harbor Boulevard

Utility Box 47 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Costa Mesa Historical 
Preservation Society
Location: Harbor Boulevard 
and Merrimac Way
Utility Box 48 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Marco de Jesus Nino
Location: Mesa Drive and 
Newport Avenue

Utility Box 49 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2021
Artist: Jennifer Bloomfield
Location: Newport Boulevard 
and Del Mar Avenue

Utility Box 50 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Richard Walsh
Location: Red Hill Avenue and 
Baker Street East
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Utility Box 51 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Costa Mesa Historical 
Preservation Society
Location: Newport Boulevard 
and Bay Street

Utility Box 52 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Jeff Lee
Location: West Sunflower 
Avenue and Susan Street

Utility Box 53 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Johnathan Schiesel 
Location: American Avenue 
and Victoria Street

Utility Box 54 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Ronald Chee
Location: Adams Avenue and 
Royal Palm Drive

Utility Box 55 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Sonya Teymourian
Location: Superior Avenue 
and Industrial Way

Utility Box 56 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Ana Paula Lima
Location: East 17th Street 
and Newport Boulevard

Utility Box 57 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Britt Bastedo
Location: Harbor Boulevard 
and West Bay Street

Utility Box 58 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Sonya Teymourian
Location: Fairview Road and 
Fair Drive

Utility Box 59 / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Bob Hogue
Location: West 19th Street 
and Meyer Place

Utility Box (Former - 
Unnumbered) / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2020
Artist: Bonnie Matthews
Location: Formerly Bear 
Street and Baker Street

Utility Box (Former - 
Unnumbered) / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2015
Artist: Bridget Bourgon
Location: Formerly 19th 
Street and Harbor Boulevard

Utility Box (Former - 
Unnumbered) / sticker 
wrapped utility box / 2018
Artist: Chris Simmons
Location: Formerly Fairview 
Road and Fair Drive

Utility Box (Former - 
Unnumbered) / painted utility 
box / 2015
Artist: Marilyn Scott-Waters
Location: Placentia Avenue 
and 18th Street

Utility Box (Former - 
Unnumbered) / sticker 
wrapped utility box / date 
unknown
Artist: Raising Canes
Location: Harbor Boulevard 
and Baker Street

Definitions and Eligibilities from 
Other Municipalities

SAMPLE PUBLIC ART IN PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT

City of San Diego:

 “Artwork – An artwork may be in any style, expression, genre or media, provided 
that it is designed by an artist as defined herein. Artworks may be stand-
alone, functional, or integrated into the architecture or landscaping and should 
encompass the broadest range of expression, media and materials.

Artwork includes:

Sculpture: may be made of any material or combination of materials; may be 
free standing, wall supported or suspended, kinetic, electronic or mechanical.
Murals or paintings: may be made of any material or variety of materials with or 
without collage; may be made with traditional or non-traditional materials and 
means. 

Earthworks, neon, glass, organic materials (i.e., fiber, clay, wood, etc.), mosaics, 
photographs, prints, literary expression, calligraphy, any combination of media, 
including audio, video, film, CD-ROM, DVD, holographic or computer-generated 
technologies, or new genres.

Artwork as defined herein may be permanent, fixed, or portable, may be an 
integral part of a building, facility, or structure, and may be integrated with the 
work of other design professionals.”
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The City of Los Angeles listing of projects eligible for their Arts 
Development Fee Credit, please note that the City of Los Angeles has a 
broader range of cultural services eligible for compliance:

“Credits. 
(b) Cultural and artistic facilities are defined as follows: 
(i) Exhibit/Performance Space: Public gallery/exhibition space, 
public performance spaces, Public Artistic studio spaces, Public 
Arts education facilities. 
(ii) Sculpture: Free standing, wall supported or suspended, kinetic, 
electronic or mechanical in material or combination of materials. 
(iii) Murals or portable paintings: In any materials or variety of 
materials, with or without collage or the addition of non-traditional 
materials and means. 
(iv) Earthworks, fireworks, neon, glass, mosaics, photographs, 
prints, calligraphy, any combination of forms of media, including 
sound, film, holographic, and video systems, hybrids of any media 
and new genres. 
(v) Standardized fixtures such as grates, streetlights, signage, and 
other design enhancements, as are rendered by an artist for unique 
or limited editions. 
(vi) Similar facilities on culture and the arts as determined by the 
Cultural Affairs Department. 
(c) Cultural and artistic services are defined as follows: 
(i) Performing arts: Theatre, dance, music, and performance art. 
(ii) Literary arts: Poetry readings and story telling. 
(iii) Media arts: Film and video, screenings, and installations. 
(iv) Education: Lectures, presentations, and training in and about 
arts and culture. 
(v) Special events: Parades, festivals, and celebrations. 
(vi) Similar services on culture and the arts as determined approved 
by the Cultural Affairs Department.”

Equally important is the listing of works not eligible for compliance. The following are examples 
of this aspect:

City of Los Angeles:
“The following facilities, services and community amenities are ineligible costs for a credit 
provided herein:
(i) Directional elements such as supergraphics, signage, or color coding except where 
these elements are integral parts of the original work of art.
(ii) Art objects which are mass produced of standard design such as playground equipment, 
fountains, or statuary objects.
(iii) Reproductions, by mechanical or other means, of original works of art, except in cases 
of film, video, photography, printmaking or other media arts.
(iv) Decorative, ornamental, or functional elements which are designed by the building 
architect as opposed to an artist commissioned for this design enhancement purpose.
(v) Landscape architecture and landscape gardening except where these elements are 
designed by the artist and/or are an integral part of the work of art by the artist.
(vi) Services or utilities necessary to operate or maintain the artwork over time.”

Los Angeles County includes the following as an ineligible project to ensure the artwork 
does not contain a commercial message:

“Artworks that contain a commercial message by referencing, presenting, or promoting 
a product or service that is available on or off site of the subject property through text, 
image, logo, trademark, or other mechanism”

Connector by Richard Serra
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ATTACHMENT 4 

Below are the additional accomplishments outside of the pre-existing 
budgeted and new programs that were implemented from the budget 
forecast on page 56 in the Arts & Culture Master Plan  

GOAL #1: INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL TO EXPERIENCE ARTS AND 
CULTURE THROUGHOUT OUR COMMUNITY, WITH A COMMITMENT TO EQUITY, 
DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION 
1.1  EXPAND ARTS & CULTURAL OFFERINGS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

ACHIEVEMENT STATUS 
YES NO Explanation 

1.1.1  - Increase the City’s financial contribution to 
Summer Camp for the Arts 

Evaluate impact of City’s contribution & 
determine following year’s contribution 

X SMART Camp is not part of the 
arts funding. 

1.1.2  - Engage community organizations in exploring 
new opportunities 

X 

1.1.3  - Create/support more performance 
opportunities for youth 

X No Budget & schools have funding 
through Prop 28 

1.1.4  - Explore with SCFTA campus institutions off-site 
youth arts programs 

X Budget & Staff capacity 

1.1.5  - Engage OCC, Vanguard, Coastline & UCI in 
exploring new opportunities 

X Budget & Staff capacity 

1.1.6  - Engage Newport-Mesa Unified School District in 
exploring new opportunities X 

Evaluate effectiveness of outcomes from these 
outreach efforts 

X 

1.2  INCREASE FREE ARTS EXPERIENCES YEAR-ROUND THROUGHOUT THE CITY FOR ALL 
ACHIEVEMENT STATUS 
YES NO Explanation 

1.2.1  - Create a one-time pilot art “crawl” experience 
with other organizations X 

Evaluate the art crawl experience and if 
successful, create ongoing schedule 

X 

1.2.2  - “Costa Mesa Residents FREE” - SCFTA, resident 
groups, SCR 

X 
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1.2.3  - Acquire a “showmobile” for use as stage for 
outdoor performances 

 X $150K mobile truck Budget & Staff 
capacity (PW capacity, special 
licensing required) 

1.2.4  - Develop schedule of performances throughout 
the city on the showmobile 

 X Budget & Staff capacity 

1.2.5  - Open a call for performing artists, ensembles 
for the showmobile schedule 

 X Budget & Staff capacity 

1.2.6  - On a limited basis, make showmobile available 
for rent to groups 

 X Budget & Staff capacity 

 

GOAL #2: EXPAND PUBLIC ART THROUGHOUT THE CITY 
2  ESTABLISH A WORLD CLASS PUBLIC ART PROGRAM 
  ACHIEVEMENT STATUS 
  YES NO Explanation 

2.1  - Continue the City-operated program of 
temporary utility box art Review additional sites 
that are suitable for such installations. 

X   

2.2  - Develop a plan for an ambitious temporary 
and permanent public art program 

X  In progress, exploring Public Art 
funding options. (1% fee for 
development) 

2.3  - Create a new program of temporary 
installations of large-scale sculptures. 
 
Install one phase of large-scale temporary art 
(3 works) 

X  In progress, on the CIP list for 2028 

2.4  - Consider a policy of developer fees to support 
public art 

X  In progress, exploring public art 
funding options 

2.5  - Create a new program of permanent public art 
Install permanent public art 

X  In progress, exploring public art 
funding options 

2.6  - Research imaginative public works elements  
 
Call for designs & selection process of public 
works elements 
 
Fabricate and install new public works 
elements 

 X In progress, exploring public art 
funding options 
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GOAL #3: PROFESSIONALIZE AND ELEVATE THE STATUS OF ARTS AND CULTURE 
IN CITY GOVERNMENT 
3.1  BOLDLY ASSERT COSTA MESA’S “CITY OF THE ARTS” BRAND 
  ACHIEVEMENT STATUS 
  YES NO Explanation 

3.1.1  - Create inspiring new logo X   

3.1.2  - Incorporate new logo in all City 
communications 

 X Not implemented at this time 

3.1.3  - Agendize “artistic moment” at all Council 
meetings 

 X Currently have the Poet Laureate 
present once a year to City Council 

3.1.4  - Appoint an Artist Laureate X   

3.2  HIRE PROFESSIONAL ARTS AND CULTURE STAFF 
  ACHIEVEMENT STATUS 
  YES NO Explanation 

3.2.1  - Create a full-time Arts Specialist position X   

3.2.2  - Develop a position description X   

3.2.3  - Open a search X   

3.2.4  - Invite outside arts leaders to be part of 
interview process 

X   

3.2.5  - Hire new Arts Specialist X   

3.3 ESTABLISH A CITY ARTS COMMISSION & RETAIN ARTS COMMITTEE IN NEW ROLE 
  ACHIEVEMENT STATUS 
  YES NO Explanation 

3.3.1  - Establish an Arts Commission comprised of 7 
members appointed by Council 

X   

3.3.2  - Retain Cultural Arts Committee with a new 
mission 

X   
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GOAL #4: SUPPORT COSTA MESA’S THRIVING CREATIVE ECONOMY 
4.1  RE-IMAGINE THE CITY’S ARTS GRANTS PROGRAM FOR GREATER IMPACT 
  ACHIEVEMENT STATUS 
  YES NO Explanation 

4.1.1  - Re-think the mission of the grant program X   
4.1.2  - Increase the range of grant amounts X   

4.2  ADDRESS THE NEED FOR CREATIVE SPACES 
  ACHIEVEMENT STATUS 
 Visual Arts YES NO Explanation 

4.2.1  - Explore underutilized City & private spaces for 
temporary exhibitions or gallery 

 X Budget & Staff capacity and 
redundancy in programming 
(ARTventure) 

4.2.2  - Explore easier paths for artists & property 
owners to establish creative spaces 

X   

4.2.3  - Explore possible incentives for property owners 
to provide visual arts space 

X  Private Property mural (optional) 

 Performing Arts    
4.2.4  - Test new Library/Lions Park spaces as 

performance venues by offering free trial use 
X   

4.2.5  - Convene CM Playhouse & Attic Theatre to learn 
more about their needs 
 
Based on conversation, determine role of the 
City in advancing a plan 

X   

4.2.6  - Study further needs for 300-400 and 3000-
4000 seat venues 
Based on research, determine role of the City in 
advancing a plan 

 X Budget & Staff capacity 

4.3 HELP KEEP COSTA MESA’S “CREATIVES” IN THE CITY 
  ACHIEVEMENT STATUS 
  YES NO Explanation 

4.3.1  - Explore opportunities for affordable housing 
and work space for artists 

 X Budget & Staff capacity 

4.4 PROMOTE GREATER CREATIVE SECTOR COLLABORATION 
  ACHIEVEMENT STATUS 
  YES NO Explanation 

4.4.1  - Host initial meeting of CM arts organization 
representatives 
 

X 
 
 

X 

  

866



Send a City representative to attend future 
meetings 

4.4.2  - Host initial meeting of CM industry 
representatives 
 
Send a City representative to attend future 
meetings 

 X Budget & Staff capacity 
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ATTACHMENT 5 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

MEMORANDUM 

Costa Mesa City Council

Costa Mesa Arts Commission

April 2, 2026 

Budget Recommendations to City Council for FY 2026-27 

Purpose 

This memorandum summarizes the budget recommendations discussed between Commissioners 
Derderian and Lucia and presented to the full Arts Commission for consideration and forwarding 
to City Council. The intent is not to create new financial obligations but to remove the 
inefficiencies in how existing and anticipated resources are structured and deployed. These 
recommendations apply the lessons learned during the first cycle of the Arts and Culture Master 
Plan implementation to correct how existing dollars are structured and allocated. The current 
framework requires City finance staff to return to Council each year to request general fund dollars 
to backfill a recurring shortfall, creating unnecessary friction and inefficiency in the annual budget 
process. Updating city policies and municipal codes where applicable would ensure that arts 
funding is properly designated from the outset, staff time is not consumed by avoidable annual 
shortfalls, and public dollars are directed as efficiently as possible toward the community outcomes 
the Master Plan was designed to deliver. 

Recommendation 1: Reclassify the Arts Specialist Position to the City’s General Fund 

The Arts Commission recommends that the full-time Arts Specialist position be reclassified from 
the Arts and Culture Budget to the City’s general fund for personnel costs. 

The Arts Specialist role was established as a direct outcome of the Arts and Culture Master Plan 
and hired in 2022 at an annual salary of approximately $120,000. Currently, that cost is borne by 
the Arts and Culture Budget, which is inconsistent with how other City departments fund their 
staff. Every other City department draws on the general fund to cover employee salaries, and the 
Arts Specialist position should be treated no differently. In practice, the City has already been 
covering this cost through general fund supplements, meaning this reclassification does not 
introduce a new expense but rather aligns the budget structure with how the position is already 
being funded. 

As currently structured, a substantial portion of the Arts and Culture Budget is directed toward a 
personnel line item rather than toward the programming, activations, and public art investments 
the Master Plan was designed to fund. Reclassifying this position to the general fund would restore 
those resources to their intended purpose and bring the budget structure into alignment with 
standard City practice. 
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Recommdenation 2: Establish a Dedicated Public Art Fund 

The Arts Commission recommends that the City work with the Finance Department to establish a 
formal, dedicated Public Art Fund. This action does not require a budget appropriation and can be 
initiated immediately through a request to Finance for Council approval. 

A dedicated Public Art Fund would serve as a specialized, protected fund for public art 
investments. Critically, it would be structured so that it is not subject to general fund 
supplementation, meaning any unspent dollars would carry forward from year to year rather than 
reverting to the general fund at the close of each fiscal year. This structure ensures that public art 
funding accumulates purposefully over time and is available when meaningful projects are ready 
to move forward. 

Establishing this fund now also creates the necessary infrastructure to support Recommendations 
3 and 4 below. Before the City can formally direct TOT revenue or an increased cannabis tax 
allocation to public art, a designated fund must exist to receive those dollars. Creating the Public 
Art Fund is the foundational step that makes the remaining recommendations actionable. 

Recommendation 3: Dedicate a Portion of Any Transient Occupancy Tax Increase to the 
Public Art Fund 

The Arts Commission recommends that City Council designate a defined portion of any Transient 
Occupancy Tax (TOT) increase for the Public Art Fund. 

The City Council is currently exploring a November 2026 ballot measure to raise Costa Mesa’s 
TOT rate, which stands at 8%, the lowest among surrounding Orange County cities. City staff have 
projected that each additional 1% increase in the TOT could generate approximately $1 million in 
new annual revenue for the City. 

As the Council considers how to allocate that new revenue, the Arts Commission urges that the 
Public Art Fund be included as a designated recipient. Hotel visitors are among the most direct 
beneficiaries of a culturally vibrant city, and there is a clear and logical connection between tourism 
revenue and the public art investments that make Costa Mesa an attractive destination. Dedicating 
a share of TOT growth to the Public Art Fund would create a sustainable, visitor-supported funding 
stream tied directly to the community’s cultural identity. 

Recommendation 4: Increase the Cannabis Tax Allocation to Fund Full Implementation of 
the Arts and Culture Master Plan 

The Arts Commission recommends that City Council amend the municipal code to increase the 
cannabis tax allocation dedicated to arts and culture from one-half cent to one full cent of the 7-
cent-per-dollar retail cannabis tax, in order to better fulfill the original intent of Measure Q. 

When the City adopted its retail cannabis ordinance, one-half cent of the 7-cent-per-dollar tax was 
earmarked to fund implementation of the Arts and Culture Master Plan. City leaders initially 
projected this revenue would be sufficient to fully fund the Master Plan’s programs, estimated at 
approximately $1.9 million over the plan’s five-year term. In practice, revenue has fallen 
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significantly short of that projection. The City currently collects approximately $230,000 annually 
in arts-related cannabis tax revenue, and that figure is not expected to grow meaningfully given 
existing caps on the number of licensed dispensaries. The City has relied on general fund 
supplements each of the past three years to make up the difference. 

Doubling the allocation from one-half cent to one full cent would meaningfully close that gap and 
reduce the City’s dependence on annual general fund backfills to sustain Master Plan 
programming. The original vision behind the Measure Q set-aside was to generate visible, tangible 
results for the community through a dedicated revenue source. Increasing the allocation is the most 
direct way to honor that commitment without asking for new or additional spending from the 
general fund. A portion of the increased allocation could be directed to the Public Art Fund 
established under Recommendation 2, ensuring a dedicated and visible source of funding for 
public art projects as envisioned under the Master Plan. 

Conclusion 

Taken together, these four recommendations reflect the Arts Commission’s commitment to 
responsible stewardship of public resources. None of these recommendations create new financial 
obligations for the City. Each one is about directing existing or anticipated revenue more efficiently 
so that dollars already flowing into the City are put to work in the way they were originally 
intended. After several years of Master Plan implementation, it is clear that the current funding 
structure creates recurring inefficiencies: finance staff must return to Council annually to request 
general fund dollars to cover a predictable shortfall, and dedicated revenue sources are not being 
used as effectively as they could be. These recommendations ask Council to update the relevant 
policies and municipal codes so that those dollars reach their intended purpose without 
unnecessary administrative burden each year. The result will be a more efficient use of staff time, 
a more transparent use of public funds, and a stronger foundation for delivering on the arts and 
cultural vision Costa Mesa has already committed to: a city where creativity can flourish, arts and 
culture enrich everyday life, and Costa Mesa’s identity as a City of the Arts is visible and felt by 
everyone who lives, works, and visits here. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

ARTS GRANT AWARDS 

FISCAL YEAR 2025-26 
• For the current fiscal year, there were 14 eligible applications 
• Each application was reviewed by a review panel of three people (2 Arts Commissioners and 1 

arts administrator) 
• A perfect score for an application is 30 points 
• Requested funds could be for up to $5,000 for a project and or event in Costa Mesa 
• Total funds available: $12,500 

Arts Organization 
or Individual 

Project or Event Final 
Score  

Requested 
Amount 

Award 
Amount 

 
Ramon Guzman 
 
Fiscal Sponsor:  
Trellis International 

Faces and Reflections of Costa Mesa / Rostros 
y Reflejos de Costa Mesa is a public art 
installation and living tribute to the 
Hispanic/Latin-X residents who form the city's 
cultural backbone. Hosted at historic Lions 
Park during Hispanic Heritage Month, this 
temporary installation transforms traditional 
portraiture into an interactive civic experience, 
displaying from September 15 to October 15, 
2026, with a community unveiling on 
September 15th. 
 
Event Summary: The project launches with an 
unveiling at Lions Park, providing a dedicated 
civic space for residents to engage with the 
artwork, read bilingual histories, and celebrate 
their shared identity. The launch features 
targeted bilingual outreach and temporary 
directional signage ensuring accessibility.  
 
Art Installation Details: The installation features 
three large, weather-resistant A-frame 
structures elevating local voices: 
 
Structure 1: Displays intimate portraits of Costa 
Mesa families paired with bilingual stories. 
 
Structure 2: Provides project background and 
community testimonies about the installation’s 
meaning. 
 
Structure 3: Introduces a shatterproof 
polycarbonate mirror for park visitors to see 
their reflections alongside these narratives. 
This structure includes ground-level 
accessibility features in Spanish and English 
and incorporates a QR code. Individuals can 
upload their self-portraits to City of Costa Mesa 
social media pages, promoting civic innovation. 

29 $5,000 $5,000 
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Arts Organization 
or Individual 

Project or Event Final 
Score 

Requested 
Amount 

Award 
Amount 

 
Dance 4 Joy 
 
 

The West Side Alive Summer Camp is a 
community arts education program that brings 
dance, creativity, and cultural enrichment to 
children ages Pre-K through 6th grade in West 
Side Costa Mesa. Led by Dance 4 Joy Ministries 
(D4J), the program creates an inclusive and 
welcoming environment where children of all 
backgrounds and abilities can experience the 
joy of artistic expression and movement. Since 
2007, D4J has served the West Side Costa 
Mesa community by providing accessible arts 
programming that supports creativity, 
confidence, and community connection. The 
Camp is expected to serve approximately 45-50 
children from local schools, churches, and 
community organizations. Many participating 
students come from West Side Title I schools, 
where higher rates of free and reduced-price 
lunch indicate a greater need for accessible 
community arts opportunities. 
 

28 $2,500 $2,500 

 
Backhausdance 

Following the success of the 8-week pilot project 
funded by the City of Costa Mesa Arts 
Commission in fall 2025, Backhausdance 
proposes a new season of "Dance for Joy and 
Well-Being," from September 28 to November 
16, 2026 at the Costa Mesa Senior Center. Led 
by professional Backhausdance dancers and 
teaching artists, each 90-minute workshop over 
the 8-week period, includes warm-up, learning 
contemporary movement vocabulary and 
technique, improvisation, and storytelling, with 
seated or standing exercises, partner work, and 
simple choreographed sequences set to uplifting 
music chosen by participants. The last session 
features a company class with additional 
Backhausdance members and a special 
performance by the Backhausdance Education 
Performing Company of new repertory set to the 
music of Aaron Copland, including "Simple 
Gifts" from Appalachian Spring and "Hoe Down" 
from Rodeo. New in 2026, the program will 
connect to the national celebration of the 250th 
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, 
exploring music by American composers and 
themes inspired by historic places across the 
United States and will also explore a partnership 
with Local 7 of the American Federation of 
Musicians (in Santa Ana) to incorporate live 
musicians as accompanists for workshops and 
the final celebration. 

28 $2,500 $2,500 
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Arts Organization 
or Individual 

Project or Event Final 
Score 

Requested 
Amount 

Award 
Amount 

 
Pacific Symphony 
 
 

Grant funds are requested for the Class Act 
Music Education Program in three Costa 
Mesa elementary schools during the 2026-
27 academic year. Specifically, students at 
Victoria, College Park Elementaries and 
Frontier Academy will participate in year-
long music engagement that includes 
classroom lessons, on-site concerts and a 
bus trip to the Concert Hall for a full Pacific 
Symphony concert. For 31 years, Class Act 
has met the need for music education in 
schools to help Orange County improve 
student scholastic test scores and 
academic achievement. Class Act trains 
and places Pacific Symphony musicians in 
schools where students receive impactful 
music learning. Through year-long 
residencies, musicians focus on the 
fundamentals of music through age-
appropriate classroom lessons and 
musician performances culminating with a 
trip to see the orchestra perform. 

26 $5,000 $2,500 

   TOTAL:          $12,500 
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