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CITY OF COSTA MESA

Agenda Report

77 Fair Drive
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

File #: 26-179 Meeting Date: 3/5/2026

TITLE:

SIDEWALK POETRY PROJECT REVIEW

DEPARTMENT: PARKS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends the Arts Commission: 1. Review the new Sidewalk Poetry Project information and
application (Attachment 1).
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City of Costa Mesa 

Agenda Report 
Arts Commission 

77 Fair Drive 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Item #: 26-178 Meeting Date: 3/5/2026 

TITLE: SIDEWALK POETRY PROJECT REVIEW 

DEPARTMENT: PARKS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

PRESENTED BY: LAURETTE GARNER, ARTS SPECIALIST 

CONTACT INFORMATION: LAURETTE GARNER, ARTS SPECIALIST, (714) 754-5322 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends the Arts Commission: 
1. Review the new Sidewalk Poetry Project information and application (Attachment 1).

BACKGROUND: 

The sidewalk poetry project brings poetry to parks by imprinting poems into concrete walkways, and 
addresses two (2) goals from the Arts and Culture Master Plan: 

• Goal #2: Expand public art throughout the City
• Goal #3: Professionalize and elevate the status of arts and culture in city government,

Action 3.1.4., to appoint an Artist Laureate (Poet Laureate)

The City’s inaugural Poet Laureate, Danielle Hanson has been instrumental in bringing awareness to the 
literary arts in Costa Mesa. The sidewalk poetry project is part of these efforts. 

The Parks and Community Services Department has three current park renovations occurring in Fiscal 
Year 2025/2026 , as part of the CIP (Capital Improvement Project) list; Brentwood Park, Ketchum-Libolt 
Park and Shalimar Park. 

In December 2025, a review panel comprised of Arts and Parks and Community Services commissioners 
and two (2) community members, convened to select poems to be imprinted into newly cemented 
sidewalks for Brentwood Park. Brentwood Park is currently undergoing renovations and will include four 
(4) new poems selected by the review panel. An outside vendor will create heavy vinyl molds/imprints of
the selected poems, to be pressed into the sidewalk as part of the Brentwood Park renovation in the
coming months.
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Item #: 26-178 Meeting Date: 3/5/2026 
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ANALYSIS: 

The Ketchum-Libolt Park renovation is currently underway, with Shalimar Park to follow sometime in the 
fall of 2026. For these next two (2) parks, the sidewalk poetry project will include an additional community 
inclusion component by administering a call for poems application for Costa Mesa constituents to 
participate in. Poems will be reviewed and selected from the pool of applicants by a review panel, and 
with final approval by the Arts Commission. Number of poems, placement and themes will vary by park. 

FISCAL REVIEW 

No fiscal review is required at this time, as there are no associated costs. 

LEGAL REVIEW 

No legal review is required. 

CONCLUSION: 

Staff recommends the Arts Commission: 
1. Review the new Sidewalk Poetry Project information and application (Attachment 1).
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ATTACHMENT 1 
Sidewalk Poetry Project - 2026 

Call for Poems 

The City of Costa Mesa is accepting short poem entries for the Sidewalk Poetry Project from residents 
and individuals with connections of ties to Costa Mesa. 

THEMES: 
Ketchum-Libolt Park: Community, Heroism, Duty, Safety, Service 
Shalimar Park: Youth, Athleticism, Love, Family, Teamwork 

ELIGIBILITY AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 
Ketchum-Libolt Park:  
All writers/poets are invited to submit poetry for consideration. 

Shalimar Park:  
Teens (13-18 years of age) are invited to submit poetry for consideration. 

Both Parks: 
• No previous experience or publication is necessary.
• The poem must be the original work of the entrant (published or unpublished).
• Must be a resident, work in, or attend school in Costa Mesa
• Applicants may submit one poem per park.
• Subject matter must be appropriate for the public.
• All applications must be submitted by the end of day, April 13, 2026.

LIMITATIONS: 
• Short poem submissions may be free form or traditional short form, including Haiku, Distich,

Cinquain, etc.
• Poems must be no more than five (5) lines (including title if applicable) with a maximum of 32

characters including spaces per line, and 160 characters overall (including spaces).
• Poems in languages other than English must be accompanied by an English translation.
• One (1) entry per individual may be submitted for the Call for Poems; no team entries are

permitted.

COMPENSATION AND RECOGNITION: 
• Selected poets will receive monetary compensation of a $150 stipend.
• Selected poems will also be recognized on the City’s website and on public art maps.DRAFT
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Application 
 
POET INFORMATION 

First Name: ______________________________ Last Name: __________________________ 

Guardian Name: (first and last, if the artist is under the age of 18) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________           

Street Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

City and Zip Code: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________ 

Poem 

Poems must be no more than five (5) lines (including title if applicable) with a maximum of 32 characters 
including spaces per line, and 160 characters overall (including spaces).  
Title: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Poem: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Year it was created: __________________________ 
 
Comments (add your translation here if applicable): 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Which Park are you applying for? 
☐Ketchum-Libolt Park 
☐Shalimar Park 
 
Do you reside, work or attend school in Costa Mesa? 
☐Yes 
☐No 
 
Please select your age group? 
☐Over 18 
☐Age 13-18 
 

DRAFT
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Please acknowledge the statement below by signing and dating below: 
 
If my poem is selected for the Sidewalk Poetry Project, I represent that I am the author of and owner of all 
rights in and to the Artwork and that I have the sole and exclusive right to make within the grant of rights, 
including but not limited to moral rights, that neither I nor anyone else has any contractual or other 
arrangements which will interfere with rights herein granted and warrant that the rights herein granted will 
not infringe on the rights of any third party and that the consent or permission of no other party is required 
by City in connection with the use of the Artwork. I agree to indemnify and hold City harmless from and 
against any and all liability, damages, claims and demands of whatever kind and nature, either in law or in 
equity, which arises or may hereafter arise from the City's use or display of the Artwork or in connection 
with the breach or alleged breach of my representation and/or warranty made hereunder. I understand and 
agree that the City may remove my artwork at any time without prior notice. I further acknowledge the City 
will make an effort to inform me as the artist in advance of the removal of the artwork, but any such removal 
will not be dependent on advance notice being given. 
 
 
Signature 
 
Printed Name:________________________________________ 

Signature:____________________________________________ 

Date:______________ 

 
 

DRAFT
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