
ATTACHMENT 1 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-xx 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COSTA MESA, 
CALIFORNIA, AMENDING TITLE 13 (PLANNING, ZONING, AND DEVELOPMENT) OF 
THE COSTA MESA MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO OUTDOOR DINING. 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA DOES 

HEREBY FIND AND DECLARE AS FOLLOWS: 

 WHEREAS, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the City Council adopted 

Urgency Ordinance No. 2020-15, temporarily suspending the permit requirements and 

development standards for outdoor activities and parking contained in the zoning code 

applicable to dining patios, places of religious assembly, and waiver of valet parking; and   

WHEREAS, Urgency Ordinance No. 2020-15 will expire on December 31, 2023; 

and 

WHEREAS, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, significant social shifts have 

occurred, creating a greater interest in outdoor dining; and 

WHEREAS, outdoor dining has been found to promote private and public 

economic interests, protect the public safety and general welfare, and create a 

community-oriented and pedestrian friendly dining environment. 

Now, therefore, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COSTA MESA, 

CALIFORNIA DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Title 13, of the Costa Mesa Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as 

specified in Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 2.  Compliance with CEQA.  Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA), the project is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA) under Section 15061(b)(3) (“General Rule”), as this action will not have any 

significant effect on the environment. 

Section 3.  Inconsistencies. Any provision of the Costa Mesa Municipal Code or 

appendices thereto inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance, to the extent of 

such inconsistencies and no further, is hereby repealed or modified to that extent 

necessary to affect the provisions of this Ordinance. 

Section 4.  Severability. If any chapter, article, section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, 
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clause, phrase, or portion of this Ordinance, or the application thereof to any person, is 

for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of 

competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion 

of this Ordinance or its application to other persons.  The City Council hereby declares 

that it would have adopted this Ordinance and each chapter, article, section, subsection, 

subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any 

one or more subsections, subdivisions, sentences, clauses, phrases, or portions of the 

application thereof to any person, be declared invalid or unconstitutional.  No portion of 

this Ordinance shall supersede any local, State, or Federal law, regulation, or codes 

dealing with life safety factors. 

Section 5. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after its final 

passage. 

Section 6.  Certification. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this 

Ordinance and shall cause the same to be published or posted in the manner required by 

law. 

 

 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ___day of _____, 2023. 

                                 
 
 
       
      _____________________________ 
      John Stephens, Mayor 
 
 
         
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
________________________               _____________________________ 
Brenda Green, City Clerk   Kimberly Hall Barlow, City Attorney 


